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Institution Description 
The principal aim of Actionable Intelligence for Social Policy (AISP) is to improve social policy 
analysis and program evaluation through the development, use, and innovation of integrated data 
systems (IDS) at the state and local level. Since 2008, AISP has concentrated on four main 
objectives: promoting and growing a professional network of IDS sites, providing consultation 
and training to support the growth of new IDS sites, establishing guidelines for practice, and 
demonstrating the value of IDS for policy and program reform. AISP recently launched the 
Administrative Data Research Facilities (ADRF) initiative. ADRF focuses on increasing access 
to privately held national datasets, primarily in business and economic domains. To achieve 
this goal, it serves as a hub, bringing together U.S.-based administrative data holders, data 
intermediaries, and researchers through annual conferences, a monthly newsletter, and 
periodic stakeholder convenings.   
 
Key Staff Biographies 
Dennis Culhane (proposed Director) is the Dana and Andrew Stone Professor of Social Policy at 
the School of Social Policy and Practice at The University of Pennsylvania, Co-Principal 
Investigator for AISP, a Senior Research Associate at the Center for Population Studies, and the 
Director of Research for the National Center on Homelessness among Veterans at the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs. Culhane is an internationally recognized social science 
researcher with primary expertise in the field of homelessness. His homelessness work 
positioned him as an early innovator in the use of administrative data for research and policy 
analysis, particularly for populations and program impacts which are difficult to assess and track. 
Culhane’s work has resulted in federal legislation requiring all U.S. cities and states to develop 
administrative data systems for tracking homeless services in order to receive federal funding.  
 
Della Jenkins is the Executive Director of AISP. In this role she works to ensure alignment 
across AISP’s many initiatives, oversees the operations and strategic planning of a national 
network of integrated data systems (IDS), and supports network sites as they work to build and 
leverage their IDS to inform policy and practice.  
 
Monica King is the Director of the Administrative Data Research Facilities (ADRF) Network 
and directs day-to-day project operations and supports the establishment of a sustainable research 
network that promotes the access and use of administrative data in research and policy.  
 
TC Burnett is the Associate Director for AISP. Her work covers a wide range of topics related to 
integrated data systems, as well as the administration and management of AISP activities.  
 
Amy Hawn Nelson is the Director of Training and Technical Assistance for AISP and is 
responsible for coordinating a training curriculum for newly launching IDS. Prior to joining 
AISP, Hawn Nelson was the Director of Social Research for the UNC Charlotte Urban Institute 
and Director of the Institute for Social Capital, an integrated data system charged with 
supporting university research and enhancing data-informed decision-making.  
 
2020 IPDLN Conference Outline and Plan 
We propose holding the 2020 IPDLN Conference in Washington, D.C. and combining it with the 
Fourth Annual ADRF Conference. We will market this conference to U.S. state and local 
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government officials through the AISP Network and to administrative data intermediaries and 
academic researchers through ADRF.  
 
We propose organizing the 2020 IPDLN Conference around the use of linked administrative data 
to study life course development. Themes could include: developmental transitions, life stage-
specific issues (i.e., pregnancy & childbirth, early childhood education, adolescent development, 
transitions to adulthood, workforce, and transitions to retirement). We would consider having a 
methods track that would include some comparative discussion of research platforms, which is of 
great interest to the U.S. audience. We might also include a spotlight panel discussion around 
research ethics with administrative data. In particular, we propose highlighting machine learning 
as it has raised some ethical questions in the U.S., specifically regarding the overrepresentation 
of vulnerable populations in some administrative datasets. 
 
Two-Year Vision/Plan for the IPDLN with Key Deliverables 
The below activities broadly aim to increase (a) awareness of IPDLN among U.S. academics 
working in this field, (b) regional engagement with IPDLN, and (c) communication to IPDLN 
members. 
 
Outreach. We would do direct outreach to U.S. researchers through the ADRF and AISP 
newsletters. This would focus specifically on educating each group’s academic partners on 
IPDLN. We would also utilize the ADRF and AISP newsletters to solicit U.S. support and 
participation in the 2020 IPDLN Conference. 
 
Topic-specific Workshops. We would organize some regional meetings in 2019 to conduct 
workshops on to-be-determined topics of interest. This would also allow us to network with 
regional researchers. We propose doing a Canadian/U.S. event, possibly in Toronto. To 
determine other workshop locations, we would review the member list to identify other regional 
nodes where a workshop could be held that would advance community building and sharing on a 
topic of interest. For example, there would likely be one in Europe and possibly in South 
America or Asia.  
 
IPDLN Panels at Key Academic Conferences. We would try to get a panel with IPDLN 
membership at conferences organized by U.S.-based organizations, such as the Population 
Association of America (PAA), the American Public Health Association (APHA), Association 
for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM), and Academy Health. Additionally, we 
would submit panel abstracts for non-U.S. conferences such as the 2020 European Population 
Conference. We would also plan on organizing a workshop/community-building event in 
association with at least 1-2 of these panel presentations.  
 
Communication. We would generate a quarterly newsletter for IPDLN members to provide an 
overview of proposed activities along with scheduling details.   
 


