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“Together we will travel in Friendship and in 
Peace Forever; as long as the grass is green, as 
long as the water runs downhill, as long as the 
sun rises in the East and sets in the West, and 
as long as our Mother Earth will last.”

Two Row Treaty of 1613



5



6

Article 3 – right to self determination
Article 4 – right to autonomy and self-government
Article 5 – right to maintain and strengthen distinct political, legal, economic, 
social and cultural institutions
Article 15 (i) – right to dignity and diversity of cultures traditions, histories and 
aspirations which shall be appropriately reflected in education and public 
information
Article 18 – right to participate in decision-making in matters that would affect 
rights…and to develop indigenous decision-making institutions
Article 19 – States shall…obtain free, prior and informed consent before adopting 
and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them
Article 23 – right to determine and develop priorities and strategies…and to 
administer programs through their own institutions if possible
Article 31 – right to maintain, control, protect and develop intellectual property 
Article 33 – right to determine their own identity or membership. Right to 
determine structures and select membership of their institutions

2007
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Indigenous data:
- Data  about our resources and environments
- Data about us as individuals
- Data about us as Nations
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TWO CONDITIONS 
for Data Sovereignty

Decolonization 
of Data

Indigenous 
Data 

Governance
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5Ds of Colonizing Indigenous Data

• Disparity
• Depravation
• Disadvantage
• Dysfunction
• Difference

• Classifies us as 
“problematic”

• Data used to rationalize 
dispossession & 
marginalization, and to 
perpetuate narratives of 
dependency

12
Walter (2016). “Data politics and Indigenous representation in Australian Statistics”,  in Kukutai and Taylor (eds) Indigenous Data 
Sovereignty: Toward an Agenda. 2016.
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First Nations Information 
Governance Centre in 

Canada

2010

Te Mana Raraunga –
Māori Data Sovereignty 

Network 

2015

US Indigenous Data 
Sovereignty Network

2016

Maiam mayri Wingara
Indigenous Data 

Sovereignty Collective in 
Australia 

2018

International Indigenous 
Data Sovereignty Interest 
Group at Research Data 

Alliance 

2017
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First Nations Data Governance Principles 
– OCAP®
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• Refers to the rights of First Nations to own, protect and control how First 
Nations-specific data are collected, accessed and used

• Collective and individual rights are important



Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit (IQ) Principles 
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“that which Inuit have always known to be true”

• The concept of servingPijitsirniq 

• The concept of consensus decision-makingAajiiqatigiingniq 

• The concept of skills and knowledge acquisitionPilimmaksarniq 
• The concept of collaborative relationships or 

working together for a common purposePiliriqatigiingniq 

• The concept of environmental stewardshipAvatimik Kamattiarniq 

• The concept of being resourceful to solve problemsQanuqtuurunnarniq 

• Showing respect and a caring attitude for othersInuuqatigiitsiarniq 
• Being welcoming to others, open in communications 

and inclusive in the ways of interactingTunnganarniq 
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First Nations Data Linkage

• Linked data being used for surveillance and 
research by First Nations across Canada

– At least 6 First Nations regions are accessing 
provincial data through linkage

– Requires partnership, relationship, agreements
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Building Relationships
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Framework for 
working with 
Indigenous 
data at ICES
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Initially developed with the Chiefs of Ontario for working with First Nations data 
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http://www.afnigc.ca/
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Learning from the water.
The path to healing and data 
governance is a braided path – no one 
is stepping in exactly the same place 
twice.



Thank you. Niawen.

jenniferwalker@laurentian.ca
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