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Introduction  

Australia’s Population Health Research Network (PHRN) is pleased to make this submission in conjunction 
with one of its members, South Australia Northern Territory DataLink (SA NT DataLink). It proposes that 
IPDLN Directorship activities for the next two year period are provided by the PHRN co-ordinating office 
(the Program Office) based at The University of Western Australia (UWA) and that the IPDLN Conference 
2020 is held in Adelaide in conjunction with SA NT DataLink. UWA and SA NT DataLink have led significant 
innovations in data linkage infrastructure and are recognised for their high-impact health/human services 
research using linked population data. The PHRN Program Office has a strong track record in successful 
development/management of a national data linkage network. Both the PHRN Program Office and SA NT 
DataLink have strong histories of successful conference/event management and a track record of working 
collaboratively together. This approach will provide an active, responsive Directorship that will build on 
the work of previous Directors and an IPDLN Conference 2020 that will inform, engage and inspire. Details 
are provided below. 
 
Vision for IPDLN 

The stated purpose of the IPDLN is to facilitate communication between international centres that 
specialise in data linkage and users of the linked data.  The focus is on the systematic application of data 
linkage to produce community benefit in the population and health-related domains. We will consult with 
IPDLN members to confirm the vision/purpose. The IPDLN Executive Committee will then consider any 
suggestions for incremental change.  
 
Plans for IPDLN in 2019 and 2020 

Our plan for IPDLN over the two year period has five key themes: 

 Member activities: Run an online Member Survey in Q1/Q2 2019 to canvas member interests and 
identify priority areas for 2019 and 2020. This would include interest in continuing existing IPDLN 
Working Groups, forming new Groups and developing additional collaborations as well as preferences 
for conference themes. Activities will be guided by survey results. Support for IJPDS would also 
continue.  

 Membership: Maintain and expand IPDLN membership. Activities include updating the database to 
ensure member details are current and expansion of membership, especially in the Asian region where 
a number of countries are under-represented or not represented at all, and also in Europe. Consider 
appointment of IPDLN ‘regional ambassadors’. 

 Network communications: Maintain and develop the IPDLN website, with an emphasis on on-line 
education and training resources, and the IPDLN social media presence. Circulate regular newsletters. 

 Governance arrangements: Confirmation of Terms of Reference for the IPDLN Executive Committee 
and provision of executive support for ongoing operations of the committee. 

 IPDLN Conference: Run a successful conference in Adelaide in September 2020 that reflects IPDLN 
member interests, supported by a rich array of ancillary activities.  

 
Conference 2020 

The conference will be held in Adelaide, capital of South Australia, which is close to world-class tourist 
attractions including Kangaroo Island and the ancient Flinders Ranges, with a wide selection of day tours. 
It will take place over three days in late September 2020, with an additional day of pre-conference 
workshops/ meetings. The proposed venue is the Adelaide Convention Centre on the banks of the 
beautiful Torrens River. The Conference dinner would be at a landmark building close to the city, such as 
the historic Adelaide Oval or the National Wine Centre. Adelaide is a small city with a rich heritage, vibrant 
arts scene and plentiful accommodation options. It is easy to get around and the spring weather 



 

 

is pleasant. There are direct flights to Adelaide from many international centres and it is only a short flight 
from other Australian capital cities including Melbourne and Sydney.  
 
The conference will be organised by PHRN in collaboration with SA NT DataLink. PHRN staff have 
experience in running conferences and had a major role in the very successful IPDLN 2012 Perth 
conference. They have a strong working relationship with SA NT DataLink who is an inaugural PHRN 
member. Themes for the 2020 Conference would be determined by a geographically representative 
Conference Steering Committee. They would reflect findings from the Member Survey and feedback from 
delegates at the 2018 Banff Conference. Themes would likely include regulatory environments; linkage of 
cross-jurisdiction, cross-sector and emerging data; technical and analytical innovations; research 
outcomes; policy impacts; consumer and community engagement, including engagement with indigenous 
populations; and promotion of the field of population data science. We will seek a range of high profile 
keynote speakers from internationally recognised centres and will also showcase work from regions that 
have not yet had significant engagement with IPDLN. 
 
Sponsorship would be sought from a range of South Australian and Australian government, academic and 
private sector organisations and this will help to keep the conference affordable. Subject to funding, some 
travel support would be available to selected early career researchers. We can also assist delegates to 
arrange pre/post conference visits to SA NT DataLink and to data linkage facilities and research groups in 
other Australian cities.  
 
Institutions and key staff 

PHRN/UWA: PHRN is a successful national data linkage network that supports national and regional data 
linkage and access facilities across Australia. It receives core funding from the Australian Government and 
significant co-funding support from member organisations, see www.phrn.org.au  The PHRN Program 
Office has extensive experience in all aspects of Network management including governance, service 
delivery and communications. PHRN’s host institution (UWA), our Board and our core funder support this 
proposal and additional resources to support IPDLN Directorship activities would be available.   
Dr Merran Smith, BSc, MSc, BA, PhD is proposed as IPDLN Director. She is Chief Executive of the PHRN 
and leads Australia’s national data linkage network. This experience is very relevant to the IPDLN Director 
role. Merran has a strong association with IPDLN, dating for the inaugural meeting in London in 2008. She 
chaired the 2012 IPDLN Conference Committee.  
Dr Felicity Flack, BSc (Hons), PhD is a senior member of the PHRN Program Office. Her responsibilities 
include management of client services and Network communications. She was an active member of the 
2012 IPDLN Conference Scientific and Social Committees. She would actively support IPDLN 
communications and 2020 Conference organisation.  

SA NT DataLink: SA NT DataLink is a consortium of Universities and Government, under the auspices of 
the University of South Australia, which is linking health and other human services data across South 
Australia and the Northern Territory, see www.santdatalink.org.au, to support a rich range of population-
based research at universities, institutes and government agencies.  
Andrew Stanley, BA (Hon), MPubAdmin, has been the Director of SA NT DataLink since 2012. Prior to that 
he worked in senior policy and research roles in the South Australian Department of Health. 
Chris Radbone, BEc, GradDipEnvStudies, is the Associate Director of SA NT DataLink. He has over 40 years’ 
experience in information management and technology working collaboratively and innovatively across 
the private, public and non-for-profit sectors. 

http://www.phrn.org.au/
http://www.santdatalink.org.au/

